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Statistics and Background

• Italy is #2 in medical research and scientific papers (US #1)

• Venture capital virtually non-existent (7 small firms in total)

• 66 State Universities – millions of euros for bench research

• Dozens of scientific parks and research incubators

But no tech transfer or commercialization expertise!
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Clinical Trials

In 2007 American pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies spent in
excess of $54 billion on drug discovery and development
(Source: PhARMA).

Industry sponsored phase II-IV trials between October 2005 and
September 2007 reflects the following: of 5,167 trials and 126,980 study
sites registered, North America accounted for 50.6% of all industry-
sponsored clinical trial sites globally, with the rest of the world at 49.4%
(Source: Clinical Trial Magnifier).
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Collaborative EU projects

• A 6 year mega stimulus grant award program

• Available to all 27 EU member states

• Current program: Framework #7 (2007-2013)

• Total amount of funds --- € 50.5 BILLION

• Focuses on “collaborative company projects” for

the betterment of all EU citizens 

EU Framework
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World Class Bench Science

Excellent regional and national

economic-tax incentives 

Strong university emphasis on

science, research and discovery 

Launching pad into the EU

“Hidden Diamonds in the Rough”

Positive collaboration mentality
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Thank You !

Michael G. Eckstein
President
Topaz Clinical
m.eckstein@topazclinical.com
610.525.3634
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